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EDITORIALS

Armistice In the water wars?

[ ] mMammn
consensus, in the Valley and the state.

of tha Calfed process, an
mm g“dlﬁonu wvnrnmmt

ciog, cition, farmers and environ-
mentalists, is wspeciully crucial for Freano snd
the San Jonquin Valley. Calfed seeks to build
& consensus where compsting water demands
" have slways prevented one, .

For wildlife, the ento-San dosquin
Delta is the \Uary on the West Conat.
For 23 million m.m-n-lmu
source of drinking watar. For San Joaquin
anhym'mmonmi
umn:m tus t0 ond' uti-fn-

operTe no lmp
tion through an engineered network of dams
mmm o Caitod

ways to batter manipulate the
l:pﬂuswhwwmﬁnuﬁng

wuurm o e, T
- Thmmﬂwumdorplminﬂdutrug\-
gll: agriculture, urban water users and snvi- -
ronmantalists. California's great Central Val-
W.ﬂﬂlhﬁuomdthoﬂm-! in nt.ita
hurt.luboutﬂuon dplauloﬂ; the stata

tt h poutbk to overstats the lmporo
tance of cultiuy to the V-lha Rillions
do!lnr- & stunning array of food and !lbez-
ars produced haresheuts. Pully 20 percent —
perhaps more — of Valley jobs are ag-related
But thas increasing urbunization of the Val-
Joy can’t be either. Nor onn we ovat-
ook sericus environmaental probloms, many

n!atad di% arlmuun. many a func-

lnl'-cmunﬂlnd.tho

The consensus- must begin with the

yecant draft repart from Calfed, Yet in this

strangs new world of diplomary, tou many
particpants ars acting like fish out of water.

Boma sgribuainess interests, for example,
have teamed with traditionsl sllies in the stats
capital ta draft proposals for ay much as $400

million in bond subsidies for new dama, To

m this looks like an end run arcund the
Calfed process, which has yet to saven to
find comion ground au topic of water s

Cities, moanwhils, sre dusking the fact tbat-

they ave pursui anoﬂm'pul llouul

ulehmul “hcwodhcﬂi tode-
od canal around the

dalhrar , safor water to citiew. Yet!til

to cull this a peripheral
e n’ﬁfﬂmwmmn To hage any
lnuotlcllins ides to the publio, altiss

must confront oonoerns about a pariphers} ca-
el bwad-on. pert

. Enviroummhlim, meaniwhile, are tire-

ve, blusting Oalfed as a “repack-
idess” % while famrdlnc m
puhp aof thelr owtr, Bnvirenmaental
ists dto in canmot with thetmselves.

Some snvision Calfed hoo (7Y} vl-
hrant free mn-ht

tar supplios from u!l«'l (uocﬂy urm-
ors) to willing b (t e governmenton -
hahalf of the onviranmaent and aitiea).

onvision a government-has ach that

ng st naw
conservation laws. The en talists
must flvt rasalve thair internal prioxiting and
than presant a tangble 0 that Calfed
can battor uddrons their ﬁmntc conoas.
The unprocedentad goal of Culfed ig for
farmers, citias and the envirorunent “to got

better together.” For that to bappen, svery-

body first nitat get real.
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